Primary 3 Information and Support Pack for Parents.
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Primary Three Homework Plan

This is a general outline of the homework plan for P. 3.
Please note this may alter on some occasions due to unforeseen circumstances or events associated with the school year.
	Day
	Homework
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Monday
	Reading

Practice Spellings

Literacy – Grammar/Comprehension
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Tuesday
	Reading

Spellings – 3 sentences

Numeracy
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Wednesday
	Reading

Spellings word sort

Literacy
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Thursday
	Reading

Religion/PDMU/Theme

Learning homework


Linguistic Phonics.

Linguistic phonics teaches children to identify the individual sounds in whole words and to use a blending approach to read and spell.
It is a 6 stage multi-sensory method which captures pupils’ interest and allows them to work in pairs to “discover” and learn how words work.

It teaches 5 basic principles about our writing system:-
1. Sounds are represented by letters

2. Longer words are made up of blocks of sound

3. A sound can be represented by one or more letters

4. A sound can be represented in more than one way e.g. day   said

5. The same spelling “ea” may represent more than one sound e.g. eat   bread. 
Linguistic phonics is set within a language rich curriculum and reflects best practice by encouraging children to take responsibility for their own learning.
Reading in Primary Three
Children have guided reading lessons Monday to Thursday and Shared Reading (from the ‘Big Book’ on the mat) on Friday.  

All children are expected to read with a parent each evening.  Parents should initial their child’s reading in the home section of their homework diary.
Children are also encouraged to read from a range of fiction, non fiction, poetry and plays in the class library. This encourages children’s love of reading and provides opportunities to allow children to apply their reading skills independently. 

We also like to make a visit to the local library to extend and promote children’s interest in books.

Creative Writing

The aim of creative writing is to develop your child’s ability to write in a wide range of forms and for a variety of purposes e.g. letters, poems, descriptive writing, narrative, etc.

Do not be concerned, therefore, when you find that all spellings are not corrected since this aspect of writing will be addressed alternatively, in the classroom, by your child’s teacher.
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In primary three we approach learning in each mathematical topic through practical investigations. As the children are practically involved, it is significant they orally use the correct mathematical language to aid understanding. ‘Parent Help Sheets’ which explain the language are sent home with children to help with required homework. 
The next step is followed by introducing the written symbol/ word and encouraging the children to talk as they do. Your child will be involved in a range of mathematical experiences.  

The Interactive Whiteboard is an excellent medium to combine the oral language with the written symbol when recording number or topic detail, e.g. shape facts, o’clock/ half past/ ¼ past/ ¼ to times given or making the required time etc. 
In order to facilitate the Northern Ireland Curriculum requirements for Mathematics and Numeracy, there is less written work in books.  Children’s learning is displayed through other mediums, i.e. The Class Maths Book, Photographs, Notice Board Displays in the classroom/ corridor etc.
A typical maths lesson in primary 3 mostly consists of:

1. M.A. (Mental Arithmetic) warm –up to reinforce facts and develop speed and accuracy.

2. The main lesson related to the learning target specific to the lesson with practical investigation in groups.

3. Individual Work.

4. Plenary with Teacher to recap on the learning and whether we met our target set. (See information re: learning targets below)

Problem Solving
We also encourage children to Problem Solve in maths. This can be in the form of a game, written task, computer / on-line challenge, question on our Problem Solving Wall in the classroom etc.

Problem Solving is a good medium to let teachers see what children have retained and learned and if they can apply what they know when it’s presented in a different form. 
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Differentiated Learning
In Primary 3 we facilitate all type of learners in mathematics ranging from children who need more time and further practical support to children who require extension activities.
 Daily Practice  
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Mornings
We expect children to:
· Self - register
· Take out their homework books 
· Leave snack, dinner money or lunch boxes in their allocated places
· Record homework in their diaries from the interactive whiteboard
Learning Targets
In primary three we talk about our Learning Targets.  WALT means: We Are Learning To
Targets allow the children to understand what they are learning.  It informs the children about what the teacher expects to find in their work.  On most occasions the teacher will comment and let the child know if they have met their target.  To help raise standards children are given the opportunity to reflect on their work and the teacher’s comments/chat.  Time is given in class for the children to work on their improvements/corrections.

Reward Systems
Expectations – Follow the School’s Golden Rules.  Our School Discipline Plan guides children towards making good decisions about their behaviour.
The school rules are embedded throughout the school and are shared with all staff members. 

As outlined in the school newsletter, all children are given the opportunity in class to identify, explore and discuss the meaning and value of our five school rules at the beginning of each school year. These are revisited and briefly recapped at the beginning of Term 2 and Term 3. Our school rules are:

1. Follow Directions

2. Listen to Others

3. Be Gentle with our hands, feet, words and voices

4. Look After Property

5. Be Honest

We acknowledge children who follow the school rules and give of their best through our P3 Class Reward System outlined in the box below.

Children are familiar with our ‘Traffic Lights’ in Primary 3.The children’s names are first placed on the green circle. 
If a child hasn’t followed one of the school rules their name is placed on the orange circle. This means the children clearly see they have been given a reminder to reflect and think about their behaviour. They have the opportunity to move back to green. Should the child continue to ignore the reminder and persist with inappropriate behaviour their name is then placed on the red circle.

Children’s names are then recorded in the Behaviour Book. Mrs Carville speaks to pupils whose names are frequently recorded and parents are also informed. 

Sanctions:

1. Reminder.

2. One minute stand out.

3.  10 minute ‘time-out’ in the classroom with work.

4. Complete behaviour form with class teacher (to be brought home, discussed and signed by parent).

5. Call to parent by class teacher.

Please ensure that you have read the School Discipline Plan, discussed it with your child and signed and returned the contract enclosed in the September Newsletter.

The traffic lights are an effective daily recognition of encouraging [image: image8.jpg]


good behaviour. Children whose names have stayed on the green circle (or moved back from orange) each day, automatically go up a car on the number line 1-25.  Children who reach 25 earn a reward of their choice listed below. 
Children also go up a car for lots of other reasons for e.g. trying their best at handwriting, listening well at assembly, being thoughtful towards others etc. 

Our Lunchtime Supervisors and Classroom Assistants also inform us of children who deserve to have their car moved up one place, so we can collectively as a school acknowledge good behaviour together. 

We also celebrate success of good behaviour when individual children receive a Golden Award in Assembly.

	P3 Rewards

	Golden Box Treat

Golden Time

Happy Gram

A Special Treat

Homework Pass


Physical Education


	P3A
	P3B

	Thursday & Friday
	Tuesday & Thursday


P.E.>>>>>>> Dress Code: Please ensure your child’s PE gear is clearly labelled. Children are expected to wear suitable P.E. clothing in all     

lessons, i.e. T-Shirt, shorts, tracksuit bottoms   

& trainers.
I.C.T.

Children are given the opportunity to use ICT where appropriate and available in school.  Children are also encouraged to use I.C.T. at home, if available, to enhance their learning.  They can research topics, find images, word-process work or produce graphs.  
Thematic Units:                                                                           


Primary 3 Themes are:

· You and Me.  Me and You            
· Food Glorious Food 

· Let’s get out!
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Learning is connected through the P3 Themes. Our aim is to provide opportunities for children to apply skills and knowledge they have learned in mathematics, literacy, ICT, etc. through topic investigation.
For, e.g. if children have learned how to make, read and interpret a graph in numeracy, they can then connect this learning in a topic.

In the primary three Theme: ‘Food Glorious Food’, we explore children’s favourite food through collecting the data and presenting our findings as a pictorial graph / bar graph using ICT.

Thematic Units are a great medium to develop children’s thinking skills and personal capabilities. Children are very much involved in the planning process of our themes. 
They enjoy learning about our world around us both within in our local environment through the Theme: Let’s Get Out! We also extend this by making connections with other places in the wider world.  

We endeavour to help children share their specific talents and interests with others in a fun loving way.
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     Please see year planner for more detail and the curriculum  

   pamphlet which outlines the subject areas.
Things to look forward to in Primary 3

Service of Enrolment

Sacrament of First Confession
Trip to Pizza Express

Christmas Pantomime: ‘Little Red Riding Hood’
Woodland School Visits

Road Safety Talk

Interview a pharmacist

Book Fair Competition

Anti-bullying Competition

Credit Union Art Competition  

Fundamentals 

Primary Movement

Making Smoothies!

Visit to Greenmount




Together we work as a team to provide the best learning environment and care for your child.


We hope you find this booklet useful. It allows us as teachers to explain the curriculum, routine and practices in school, so you the parent can support your child throughout their Primary 3 Year in Mount Saint Michael’s.








